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RECORD OF COMUSMACY FONECON 

PARTY CALLING: AM B BUNKER 0905 6 February 1968 

SUBJECT: Press Dealings, Message from President 

Amb Bunker read to GEN W.. message to him from President 
Johnson stating that CONUS press is spreading rumors that President, 

Sec Def have lost confidence in GEN W. because of past week 1 s activities. 
President states in message that he wants to let GEN W. know M in as 

blunt a way as possible 11 that he still has the M utmost confidence 1 ’ in him. 
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"Have never dealt with a man in whom I have more confidence. ” Has full 
support on eve of this new battle; promised him anything he needs. Lavish 
words of praise for GEN W. and troops. 

Message itself will be over soon; Amb just wanted to give immediate 
word. 

Discuss proposed statement by GEN W. , which he read to Amb. Amb 
I agreed with remarks, questioned timeliness; asked GEN W. to get Mr. ^ 

' Zorthian's opinion on this--might be better to wait till Saigon cleared out j 

a little more. Discussion of press conference requirements. GEN W. j 

said BG Sidle recommends lay off a while--press beginning to feel spoon- 1 

i fed. Thought have no senior official today, just this statement; GEN Abrmas \ 
1 tomorrow, GEN W. backgrounder next day. Amb agreed, said Wash had 

\ not replied to his message saying daily press conferences by GEN W. and 

V Amb no good, so presume they now agree, too. 

Amb reported that the Hue Province Chief had been captured by enemy; 
later escaped and reported to friendly forces that while in confinement he 
^ had heard that enemy had also captured Mr. Manhardt, senior CORDS man 
\ in Hue ; and intended to execute him. Ask GEN W. to tell LTG Cushman to 
go all out, try to rescue Manhardt before they can kill him (GEN W. 

• explained situation in Hue — bad weather- -choppers can’t get in or are 
hit because flying so low; ARYN has cleared 2/3 city, rough going, etc. ). 

\ Amb proposed going on radio to warn enemy not to kill Manhardt. Is 
\ radio station available, this possible? GEN W. said would call LTG Cushman 
\ right away and check into this. 
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